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DICOM WG-26 Monthly Meeting  

Prepared by: Mustafa Yousif 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: 10/15/24 

Time: 10:02 AM - 11:00 AM Eastern Time 

Attendees: 

• Brian Napora 

• Kevin Schap 

• Abhishek Garhia 

• Mustafa Qays Yousif 

• John Groth 

• Norman Zerbe 

• Kenneth Philbrick 

• Andreas Vendel 

• Jan Schutrups 

• Arjan Somers 

• Heimo 

• Eric Martin 

• Stephen Hart 

• Others from various organizations (Gestalt, Pramana, Barco, etc.) 

 

Agenda: 

1. Discussion on the proposed Connectathon in 2025 

2. Review of initial goals and objectives of Connectathons 
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3. Brainstorming session on integrating DICOM within the broader interoperability 
ecosystem 

4. Planning for upcoming meetings: 

o Face-to-face meeting at Path Visions 

o Working Group 26 Connectathon presentation 

5. Discussion on open or new change proposals: 

o Color Management 

o Annotations 

o Magnification and Resolution 

o Asset Alignment 

o Modality Performed Procedure Step (MPPS) 

6. Assignment of leads for each topic 

7. Next steps and action items 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

1. Proposed Connectathon in 2025: 

• Purpose: To demonstrate the benefits of DICOM for whole slide imaging within the 
pathology community and to integrate it within the broader interoperability 
ecosystem. 

• Goals: 

o Engage vendors and provide a mechanism for experimenting with 
interoperability. 

o Identify any deficiencies in the DICOM standard. 

o Enhance the technical scope of demonstrations. 

o Integrate Working Group 26 within the broader interoperability ecosystem, 
including IHE Palm and DPIA (Digital Pathology Interoperability Application). 

• Integration with IHE Palm Group: 
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o Emphasis on demonstrating the DPIA profile, which has not been showcased 
before. 

o Plan to bring together DICOM and IHE to demonstrate end-to-end 
interoperability. 

• Challenges Discussed: 

o Ensuring broad involvement while maintaining robust standards. 

o Addressing authentication and secure connections between applications 
and archives. 

o Involving Laboratory Information System (LIS) vendors and scanner 
manufacturers. 

2. Planning for Upcoming Meetings: 

• WG-26 Connectathon Sub-Group Meeting: 

o A WG-26 sub-group to focus on drafting the 2025 Connectathon proposal. 

o Date & Time: 2024.10.24 @ 10 AM (Eastern) 

o Action:  

§ Send email to enlist participants (Brian Napora) 

§ Schedule and send meeting invitation to participants (Brian Napora) 

• Face-to-Face Meeting at Path Visions: 

o Date: 2024.11.03 

o Duration: Four hours (two hours for DICOM-specific business and two hours 
for joint DICOM-IHE business). 

o Topics to Cover: 

§ Open or new change proposals. 

§ Finalizing the Connectathon proposal. 

§ Discussion on integrating topics with IHE Palm. 

• Working Group 26 Connectathon Presentation: 

o Date: Tuesday during Path Visions conference. 
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o Duration: 30 minutes. 

o Content: 

§ Presentation on past Connectathons by Kenneth Philbrick. 

§ Announcement of the 2025 Connectathon. 

§ Highlighting the evolution and future roadmap. 

3. Open or New Change Proposals: 

• Color Management: 

o Lead: Representatives from Barco (Ethan Ally or Bart). 

o Discussion Points: 

§ Addressing color standards and calibration for displays. 

§ Integration with IEC Working Group 51 on displays and color. 

• Annotations: 

o Lead: Kenneth Philbrick. 

o Discussion Points: 

§ Standardizing annotations within DICOM for pathology. 

§ Addressing interoperability between diderent systems. 

• Magnification and Resolution: 

o Status: Postponed for future discussion due to insudicient preparation. 

o Key Points: 

§ Debate on whether to include objective lens magnification in DICOM 
metadata. 

§ Challenges with correlating pixel spacing to perceived magnification. 

• Asset Alignment: 

o Discussion Points: 

§ Ensuring correct orientation and alignment of images (label, 
thumbnail, macro image, whole slide image). 
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§ Addressing discrepancies in how scanner vendors provide orientation 
data. 

§ Potential inclusion as a stretch goal for the Connectathon. 

• Modality Performed Procedure Step (MPPS): 

o Discussion Points: 

§ Incorporating MPPS within Working Group 26. 

§ Importance for workflow messages indicating series completion. 

§ Need for collaboration with IHE Palm to address workflow integration. 

 

Decisions Made: 

• 2025 Connectathon Proposal: 

o A sub-group meeting will be held next week to continue drafting the proposal. 

o Aim to announce the 2025 Connectathon during the Path Visions 
conference. 

• Topic Leads Assigned: 

o Annotations: Kenneth Philbrick. 

o Color Management: Representatives from Barco. 

o Magnification and Resolution: Postponed; to be revisited when prepared. 

o Asset Alignment and MPPS: To be discussed further; potential inclusion in 
Connectathon stretch goals. 

 

Action Items: 

1. Connectathon Working Meeting: 

o Who: All interested participants. 

o When: Next week at the same time as today's meeting. 

o Lead: Brian Napora to schedule and lead. 
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o Purpose: To continue drafting the Connectathon proposal and prepare for 
the announcement. 

2. Preparation for Face-to-Face Meeting: 

o Participants: All assigned leads to prepare their topics. 

o Materials: Drafts or presentations on their respective subjects. 

o Objective: To have productive discussions and finalize any proposals. 

3. Connectathon Presentation: 

o Who: Kenneth Philbrick and John G. 

o Task: Prepare the presentation highlighting past Connectathons and 
announcing the 2025 event. 

o Include: Goals, roadmap, vendor participation encouragement. 

4. Communication with Vendors: 

o Who: John G and Norman Zerbe. 

o Task: Engage with scanner and LIS vendors to encourage participation and 
address challenges. 

o Objective: Ensure broad vendor involvement in the Connectathon. 

5. Addressing Open Issues: 

o Asset Alignment: Further investigate the discrepancies in image orientation 
and work towards a solution. 

o MPPS Integration: Collaborate with IHE Palm to explore incorporating MPPS 
in the workflow. 

 

Additional Notes Related to Connectathon: 

• Emphasis on Inclusivity: 

o The group stressed the importance of being inclusive and transparent to help 
vendors at various stages of development. 
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o Aim to showcase interoperability even if some components are still under 
development. 

• Challenges Acknowledged: 

o Recognizing that not all vendors may be at the same readiness level. 

o Need for adapters or interim solutions to facilitate integration. 

• Future Goals: 

o To have an end-to-end demonstration from slide scanning to image analysis. 

o Encourage vendors to implement necessary standards and protocols for 
interoperability. 

 

Next Meeting: 

• Date & Time: 2024.11.03 @ 8 AM (Eastern) 

• Location: DPA Path Visions 2025 (Hyatt Regency Orlando) Room: Sliver Sprint 
(subject to change) 

• Virtual Meeting Info: 

o Zoom Link: https://cap-
org.zoom.us/j/89447688742?pwd=UHBQUjMvZENWR2FEdElQd2ZNR2NWQ
T09  

o Meeting ID: 894 4768 8742 | Passcode: 207748 

• Agenda: 

o TBD (will be finalized and sent out by 2024.10.31) 

 

https://cap-org.zoom.us/j/89447688742?pwd=UHBQUjMvZENWR2FEdElQd2ZNR2NWQT09
https://cap-org.zoom.us/j/89447688742?pwd=UHBQUjMvZENWR2FEdElQd2ZNR2NWQT09
https://cap-org.zoom.us/j/89447688742?pwd=UHBQUjMvZENWR2FEdElQd2ZNR2NWQT09

