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DICOM Correction Proposal 

STATUS Assigned 

Date of Last Update 2018/01/22 

Person Assigned Kevin O’Donnell 

Submitter Name Kevin O’Donnell 

Submission Date 2016/11/08 

 

Correction Number CP-1671 

Log Summary:  Clarify use of Equivalent Meaning of Concept Name for codes 

Name of Standard 

 

Rationale for Correction: 

Sup169 allows post-coordinated constructs (see below) to be associated with pre-coordinated codes that 
have equivalent semantics.  WG12 was advised to use EV (121050,DCM,”Equivalent Meaning of Concept 
Name”) for those entries. 

Although that 121050 is used elsewhere in the Standard for elements with a Value Type of CODE, the 
definition seems to contradict that usage.  That definition is revised below. 

 

(Codes and Terminology Server – CDA - ) 

Correction Wording: 

<include proposed change below, following guidelines for formatting of changes in supplements> 

 

The following material is provided for context.  The change is at the bottom. 

TID 5302 
Post-coordinated Echo Measurement  

Type: Extensible  Order: Significant 

 NL Relation with 
Parent 

Value 
Type 

Concept Name VM Req 
Type 

Condition Value Set Constraint 

1   NUM $Measurement 1 M   

2 > HAS 
PROPERTIES 

CODE EV (121050,DCM,”Equivalent 
Meaning of Concept Name”) 

1-n U   

3 > HAS 
PROPERTIES 

CODE EV (121404, DCM, “Selection 
Status”) 

1 MC IFF this measurement 
has been selected as 
the single preferred 
value for the 
measured concept. 

$Preferred =MemberOf 
{DCID (newcid1) 
Measurement 
Selection Reasons} 

4 > HAS CONCEPT 
MOD 

CODE EV (121401, DCM, 
“Derivation”)  

1 MC IFF this measurement 
is not a sample. 

EV (R-0031,SRT, 
”Mean”) 

… 

 

Content Item Descriptions 

Row 1 A fully pre-coordinated code that incorporates all the semantics of Rows 7-17 for this measurement.   

The code is intended to allow parsers to recognize post-coordinated measurements that have been previously 
encountered, thus facilitating incorporation of the measurement into databases, report templates, registries, etc. 
Typically these codes will be from a vendor or site specific coding scheme, e.g. 99ACME.  Sending the same code 
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consistently in different reports will depend on the recording system maintaining a stable list of these pre-
coordinated codes.  Such a list might be configured or internally generated and managed. 

This shall be populated by the recording system.  If the recording system does not have a method to ensure that 
all occurrences of the same post-coordinated measurement use the same code, it shall use the code 
(newcode009,DCM,”Untrackable Measurement”). 

 

Notes: 1. Two measurements with the same pre-coordinated code have, by definition, the same semantics 
(except for "Untrackable Measurements") 

 2. Two measurements with the same constellation of modifier values have the same semantics but 
may have different pre-coordinated codes because they 

- come from carts of different vendors who don’t share the same code table 

- come from carts of the same vendor, but the carts don’t share the same code table 

- come from the same cart, but it’s code table has been modified 

- come from the same cart, but it does not maintain a code table 

 3. Two measurements with the same constellation of modifier values and different pre-coordinated 
codes have the same semantics and the receiver is entitled to treat them as the same (with respect 
to the scope of those modifiers) 

 4. Recommended units for various Measured Properties (Row 10) can be found in the Units column 
of CID (newcid4) "Echo Measured Properties".  

 5. When the Measurement Type (Row 7) is (newcode111,DCM, ”Indexed”), (G-D750, SRT, “Ratio”) 
or (newcode113,DCM, “Fractional Change”), the Units for Row 1 corresponds to the fully calculated 
$Measurement, incorporating both the numerator (Row 10) and the denominator (Row 17). E.g. a 
measure of Left Ventricular Outflow Tract Diameter / BSA would have units of (cm/m2, UCUM, 
“cm/m2”) in Row 1, (newcode111,DCM, ”Indexed”) in Row 7, (M-02550,SRT,"Diameter") in Row 10, 
and (LN, 8277-6,"Body Surface Area") in Row 17. 

Row 2 One or more additional fully pre-coordinated codes which are semantically equivalent to the code in Row 1. 

This may be used to communicate known mappings, such as to national registry codes or other vendors' codes. 

… 

 

 

Add the following Definitions to Annex D 

DICOM Code Definitions (Coding Scheme Designator “DCM” Coding Scheme Version “01”) 

Code Value 
 

Code Meaning Definition 

 …  

121050 Equivalent Meaning of Concept 
Name 

The human readable meaning of A single 
coded concept or text meaning for the name 
component of a name-value pair that is 
equivalent to the post-coordinated meaning 
conveyed by the coded name and its concept 
modifier children 

121051 Equivalent Meaning of Value The human readable meaning of the value 
component of a name-value pair that is 
equivalent to the post-coordinated meaning 
conveyed by the coded value and its concept 
modifier children. 

 …  

 

 

 


